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SUBJECT: DEVELOPMENTS IN THE NEW HEBRIDES 

1 . NEWS (THROUGH UK SOURCES) OF REMOVAL (EFFECTIVE 14 JULY) 

OF BERNARD POTTIER AS FRENCH RESIDENT COMMISSIONER IN NEW 
HEBRIDES CAUSED SPECULATION IN GOF CIRCLES AND TO SOME LIMITED 
EXTENT AMONG DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES AS TO POSSIBLE MEANING OF 
THIS ACTION IN VIEW OF FACT THAT POTTIER HAD BEEN ASSIGNED TO 
PORT VILA ONLY A SHORT TIME AGO AND HAD BEEN KNOWN FOR HIS 
EFFORTS TO CARRY OUT THE PLAN FOR NEW HEBRIDES INDEPENDENCE 
BY 1980. 

2. ACCORDING TO FRENCH CHARGE TELEPHONE CALLS FROM HIM TO 
HIS AMBASSADOR IN WELLINGTON AND BY HIM TO PORT VILA REVEALED 
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THAT "SACKING" OF POTTIER AND REPLACEMENT BY INSPECTOR GENERAL 
ROBERT, UNTIL RECENTLY IN NOUMEA, WAS RESULT OF "BUREAUCRATIC 
VENDETTA" BETWEEN PAUL DIJOUD, PRESENT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
OVERSEAS DEPARTMENTS AND TERRITORIES, AND HIS PREDECESSOR 
OLIVIER STIRN WHO HAD APPOINTED "HIS FRIEND" POTTIER SHORTLY 
BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE FROM FRENCH GOVERNMENT. 
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3. ACTING ON INSTRUCTIONS FRENCH CHARGE DELIVERED NOTE TO 
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS WITH OPERATIVE PARAGRAPHS 
FOLLOWS: 

"THE FRENCH EMBASSY PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HAS THE HONOR TO REPORT THAT 
MR. BERNARD POTTIER. FRENCH RESIDENT COMMISSIONER IN THE NEW 
HEBRIDES, HAS BEEN REMOVED FROM HIS POST AND RECEIVED ANOTHER 
ASSIGNMENT EFFECTIVE JULY 14, 1978. HE IS REPLACED BY 
INSPECTOR GENERAL ROBERT. 

THIS MEASURE HAS BEEN MOTIVATED BY INTERNAL CIVIL SERVICE 
REASONS AND HAS NO BEARING WHATSOEVER ON THE CONTINUING DETER- 
MINATION OF THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT TO LEAD, TOGETHER WITH OUR 
BRITISH PARTNERS, THE ISLANDS TO INDEPENDENCE. MR. ROBERT, IF 
ANYTHING WILL STRESS EVEN MORE FORCEFULLY THIS POLICY WHICH WILL 
ALSO BE EMPHASIZED DURING AUGUST WHEN MR. PAUL DIJOUD, SEC- 
RETARY OF STATE FOR OVERSEAS DEPARTMENT AND TERRITORY WILL 
MAKE AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO THE FWFFO MEET 

THE LEADERS OF ALL POLITICAL PARTIES." (WORD "ALL" WAS UNDER- 
LINED IN FRENCH NOTE.) 

4. FRENCH CHARGE TOLD THE AMBASSADOR THAT HE IS INDEED CON- 
VINCED THAT DIJOUD INTENDS TO PURSUE VIGOROUSLY PLAN FOR 
NEW HEBRIDES INDEPENDENCE 1980. 

5. CHARGE SAID ALSO THAT HE WAS EMBARRASSED BEING CAUGHT UN- 
AWARE OF THE CHANGES IN THE NEW HEBRIDES AND LAMENTED THAT 
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THIS WAS THE RESULT OF RIVALRY AND TOTAL LACK OF COMMUNICATION 
BETWEEN THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND THE SECRETARIAT 
FOR OVERSEAS TERRITORIES IN PARIS. 

6. UNDP OFFICIAL WHO WAS IN PORT VILA PRIOR TO 14 JULY TOLD THE 
AMBASSADOR THAT POTTIER S REMOVAL HAD BEEN ORDERED ON 4 JULY 
BUT NEWS WAS KEPT SECRET TO ALLOW HIM TO PRESIDE OVER 14 JULY 
CEREMONIES. UK COMMISSIONER HOWEVER HAD BEEN INFORMED IN 
ADVANCE. ACCORDING TO SOURCE POTTER'S DEPARTURE WAS GREETED 
WITH ENTHUSIASM BY FRENCH COLONS WHO HAD REGARDED HIM AS 
UNSYMPATHETIC TO THEIR CAUSE. (COMMENT: THE VCOLON REACTION 
MAY HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE SPECULATION IN SUVA AND POSSIBLY 
OTHER PLACES ABOUT THE MEANING OF THE CHANGE IN 'PERSONNEL' 

IN PORT VILA.) 

7. COMMENT: IT SOUNDS VERY MUCH LIKE ALGERIA ALL OVER AGAIN 
WITH COLONS MISREADING THE SIGNALS AND THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT 
CHANGING FROM RELUCTANT PARTNER TO AGGRESSIVE SUPPORTER OF THE 
INDEPENDENCE PLAYS FOR NEW HEBRIDES. 

8. INCIDENTALLY SPEC DIRECTOR TOLD US THAT NEW HEBRIDES 

HAS ALREADY APPLIED FOR OBSERVER STATUS IN THE PACIFIC FORUM 
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AND THAT THEIR APPLICATION WILL BE CONSIDERED AT THE NEXT FORUM 
MEETING IN NUIE 15-22 SEPTEMBER. 

CONDON 
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